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WHAT IS PHILOSOPHY?
THE FIELD OF PHILOSOPHY"

Philosophy is quite unlike any other field. It is unique both in its methods and in
the nature and breadth of its subject matter. Philosophy pursues questions in every
dimension of human life, and its techniques apply to problems in any field of study or
endeavor. No brief definition expresses the richness and variety of philosophy. It may
be described in many ways. It is a reasoned pursuit of fundamental truths, a quest for
understanding, and a study of principles of conduct. It seeks to establish standards of
evidence, to provide rational methods of resolving conflicts, and to create techniques for
evaluating ideas and arguments. Philosophy develops the capacity to see the world from
the perspective of other individuals and other cultures; it enhances one’s ability to
perceive the relationships among the various fields of study; and it deepens one’s sense of
the meaning and varieties of human experience.

This short description of philosophy could be greatly extended, but let us instead
illustrate some of the points. As the systematic study of ideas and issues, philosophy may
examine concepts and views drawn from science, art, religion, politics, popular culture,
or any other realm. Philosophical appraisal of ideas and issues takes many forms, but
philosophical studies often focus on the meaning of an idea and on its basis, coherence,
and relations to other ideas. Consider, for instance, democracy. What is it? What
justifies it as a system of government? Can a democracy allow the people to vote away
their own rights? And how is it related to political liberty? Consider human knowledge.
What is its nature and extent? Must we always have evidence in order to know? What
can we know about the thoughts and feelings of others, or about the future? What kind of
knowledge, if any, is fundamental? Similar kinds of questions arise concerning art,
morality, religion, science and each of the major areas of human activity. Philosophy
explores all of them. It views them both microscopically and from the wide perspective
of the larger concerns of human existence.

THE SUBFIELDS OF PHILOSOPHY

The broadest of sub fields of philosophy are most commonly taken are as follows: logic,
ethics, metaphysics, epistemology, and the history of philosophy. Here is a brief sketch
of each.

Logic is concerned to provide sound methods for distinguishing good from bad
reasoning. It helps us to assess how well our premises support our conclusions, to see
what we are committed to accepting when we take a view, and to avoid adopting beliefs
for which we lack adequate reasons. Logic also helps us to find arguments where we
might otherwise simply see a set of loosely related statements, to discover assumptions
we did not know we were making, and to formulate the minimum claims we must
establish if we are to prove (or inductively support) our point.

! Sections of the above information on the Field of Philosophy were from a statement prepared for the
American Philosophical Association by Professor Robert Audi of the University of Nebraska.



Ethics takes up the meanings of our moral concepts—such as right action,
obligation, and justice—and formulates principles to guide moral decisions, whether in
private or public life. What are our moral obligations to others? How can moral
agreements be rationally settled? What rights must a just society accord its citizens?
What constitutes a valid excuse for wrongdoing?

Metaphysics seeks basic criteria for determining what sorts of things are real. Are
there mental, physical, and abstract things (such as numbers), for instance, or are there
just the physical and the spiritual, or merely mater and energy? Are persons highly
complex physical systems, or do they have properties not reducible to anything physical?

Epistemology concerns the nature and scope of knowledge. What does it mean to
know (the truth), and what is the nature of truth? What sorts of things can be known, and
can we be justified in our beliefs about what goes beyond the evidence of our senses,
such as the inner lives of others or events of the distant past? Is there knowledge beyond
the reach of science? What are the limits of self-knowledge?

The History of Philosophy studies both major philosophers and entire periods in
the development of philosophy, such as the Ancient, Medieval, Modern, Nineteenth,
Twentieth, and Twenty-First century periods. It seeks to understand great figures, their
influence on others, and their importance for contemporary issues. The history of
philosophy in a single nation is often separately studied, as in the case of American
Philosophy. So are major movements within a nation, such as British Empiricism or
German idealism, as well as international movements with a substantial history, such as
existentialism and phenomenology. The history of philosophy not only provides insight
into the other sub fields of philosophy; it also reveals many of the foundations of Western
Civilization.

SPECIAL FIELDS OF PHILOSOPHY

Many branches of philosophy have grown from the traditional core areas. What
follows is a sketch of some of the major ones.

Philosophy of Mind: This sub field has emerged from metaphysical concerns with
the mind and mental phenomena. The philosophy of mind addresses not only the
possible relations of the mental to the physical (for instance, to brain processes), but the
many concepts having an essential mental element: belief, desire, emotion, feeling,
sensation, passion, will, personality, and others. A number of major questions in the
philosophy of mind cluster in the area of action theory: What differentiates actions, such
as raising an arm, from mere body movements, such as the rising of an arm? Must
mental elements, for example intentions and beliefs, enter into adequate explanations of
our actions, or can actions be explained by appeal to ordinary physical events? And what
is required for our actions to be free?

Philosophy of Religion: Another tradition concern of metaphysics is to understand
the concept of God, including special attributes such as being all knowing, being all-




powerful, and being wholly good. Both metaphysics and epistemology have sought to
assess the various grounds people have offered to justify believing in God. The
philosophy of religion treats these topics and many related subjects, such as the relation
between faith and reason, the nature of religious language, the relation of religion and
morality, and the question of how a God is wholly good could allow the existence of evil.

Philosophy of Science: This is probably the largest sub field generated by
epistemology. Philosophy of science is usually divided into philosophy of the natural
sciences and the philosophy of social sciences. It has recently been divided further, into
philosophy of physics, biology, psychology, economics, and other sciences. Philosophy
of science clarifies both the quest for scientific knowledge and the results yielded by that
quest. It does this by exploring the logic of scientific evidence; the nature of scientific
laws, explanations, and theories; and the possible connections among the various
branches of science. How, for instance, is psychology related to brain biology, and
biology to chemistry? And how are the social sciences related to the natural sciences?

Political Philosophy: Concerns the justification, and limits, of governmental
control of individuals; the meaning of equality before the law; the basis of economic
freedom; and many other problems concerning government. It also examines nature and
possible arguments for various competing forms of political organizations, such as lasses-
faire capitalism, welfare democracy (capitalistic and socialistic), anarchism, communism,
and fascism.

Social Philosophy: This is usually taught in combination with political philosophy
(which it overlaps), treats moral problems with large-scale social dimensions. Among
these treatment of minorities, the justice of taxation, and the appropriate limits, if any, on
free expression in the arts.

The Philosophy of Law: Explores topics such as what law is, what kinds of laws
there are, how law is or should be related to morality, and what sorts of principles should
govern punishment and criminal justice in general.

Medical Ethics: Addresses many problems arising in medical practice and
medical science. Among these are standards applying to physician-patient relationships
are: moral questions raised by special procedures, such as abortion and ceasing of life-
support for terminal patients; and ethical standards for medical research, for instance
genetic engineering and experimentation using human subjects.

Business Ethics: Addresses such questions as how moral obligations may conflict
with the profit motive and how these conflicts may be resolved. Other topics often
pursued are the nature and scope of the social responsibilities of corporations, their rights
in a free society, and their relations to other institutions.

Philosophy of Art (Aesthetics): This is one of the oldest sub fields. It concerns
the nature of art, including the performing arts and painting, sculpture, and literature.
Major questions in aesthetics include how artistic creations are to be interpreted and




evaluated, and how the arts are related to one another, to natural beauty, and to morality,
religion, science, and other important elements of human life.

Philosophy of Language: This field has close ties to both epistemology and
metaphysics. It treats a broad spectrum of questions about language: the nature of
meaning, the relations between words and things, the various theories of language
learning, and the distinction between literal and figurative uses of language. Since
language is crucial in nearly all-human activity, the philosophy of language can enhance
our understanding both of other academic fields and of much of what we ordinarily do.

Other sub fields of philosophy: There are many other sub fields of philosophy,
and it is in the nature of philosophy as critical inquiry to develop new sub fields when
new directions in the quest for knowledge, or in any other area of human activity, raise
new intellectual problems. Among the sub fields not yet mentioned, but often taught at
least as part of other courses, are Inductive Logic, Philosophy of Logic, Philosophy of
History, Philosophy of Mathematics, Philosophy of Medicine, Philosophy of Education,
Philosophy of Feminism, Philosophy of Linguistics, Philosophy of Criticism, Philosophy
of Culture and Philosophy of Film.

GENERAL USES OF PHILOSOPHY

Much of what is learned in philosophy can be applied in virtually any endeavor. This is
because philosophy touches on so many subjects and, especially, because of its methods
is usable in any field.

General Problem Solving: The study of philosophy enhances, in a way no other
activities does, one’s problem-solving capacities. It helps one to analyze concepts,
definitions, arguments, and problems. It contributes to one’s capacity to organize ideas
and issues, to deal with questions of value, and to extract what is essential from masses of
information. It helps one both to distinguish fine differences between views and to
discover common ground between opposing positions. And it helps one to synthesize a
variety of views of perspectives into a unified whole.

Communication Skills: Philosophy also contributes uniquely to the development of
expressive and communicative powers. It provides some of the basic tools of self-
expression, for instance, skills in presenting ideas through well-constructed, systematic
arguments that other fields either do not use, or use less extensively. It helps one to
express what is distinctive of one’s view; enhances one’s ability to explain difficult
material; and helps one to eliminate ambiguities and vagueness fro one’s writing and
speech.

Persuasive Powers: Philosophy provides training in the construction of clear
formulations, good arguments, and apt examples. It thereby helps one develop the ability
to be convincing. One learns to build and defend one’s own views, to appreciate
competing positions, and to indicate forcefully why one considers one’s own view




preferable to alternatives. These capacities can be developed not only through reading
and writing philosophy, but also through the philosophical dialogue, in and outside the
classroom, that is so much a part of a thorough going philosophical education.

Writing Skills: Writing is taught intensively in many philosophy courses, and many
regularly assigned philosophical texts are unexcelled as literary essays. Philosophy
teaches interpretive writing through its examination of challenging texts, comparative
writing through emphasis on fairness to alternative positions, argumentative writing
through developing students’ ability to establish their own views, and descriptive writing
through detailed portrayal of concrete examples: the anchors to which generalizations
must be tied. Structure and techniques, then, are emphasized in philosophical writing.
Originality is also encouraged, and students are generally urged to use their imagination
and develop their own ideas.

THE USES OF PHILOSOPHY IN EDUCATIONAL PURSUITS

The general uses of philosophy just described are obviously great academic value.
It should also be clear that the study of philosophy has intrinsic rewards as an unlimited
quest for understanding of important, challenging problems. But philosophy has further
uses in deepening an education, both in college and in many activities, professional and
personal that follow graduation.

THE USES OF PHILOSOPHY IN NON-ACADEMIC CAREERS

One of the questions frequently asked by students (and parents) about majoring in
philosophy is: “What can the major do with it?”” meaning, for what kind of job does a
B.A. in philosophy especially prepare one? Is any employer likely to seek a college
graduate because he or she has majored in philosophy?

To put the question this way is to be somewhat unfair to philosophy, as well as to
most liberal arts fields. Undergraduate training in philosophy is not primarily training for
a job. But this is not the same as saying that a college graduate in philosophy cannot
pursue worthwhile and exciting careers. A philosophy major has the best of both worlds:
a foundational and rich education as well as a chance to enter a variety of interesting
careers.

Moreover, it should be stressed immediately that non-academic value of a field of
study must not be viewed mainly in terms of a field of study must not be viewed mainly
in terms of its contribution to obtaining one’s first job after graduation. Students are
understandably preoccupied with getting their first job, but even from a narrow
vocational point of view it would be short sighted to concentrate on that at the expense of
developing potential for success and advancement once hired. What gets graduates
initially hired may not yield promotions or carry them beyond their first position,
particularly given how fast the needs of many employers alter with changes in social and
economic patterns. It is therefore crucial to see beyond what a job description
specifically calls for. Philosophy need not be mentioned among a job’s requirements in
order for the benefits derivable from philosophical study to be appreciated by the



employer, and those benefits need not even be explicitly appreciated in order to be
effective in helping one advance.

Furthermore, one can say that training in philosophy can give the graduate a
certain edge. As recent studies show, employers want, and reward, many of the
capacities, which the study of philosophy develops: for instance, the ability to solve
problems, to communicate, to organize ideas and issues, to assess pros and cons, and to
boil down complex data. These capacities represent transferable skills. They are
transferable not only from philosophy to non-philosophical areas, but from one non-
philosophical field to another. For that reason, people trained in philosophy are not only
prepared to do many kinds of tasks, they can also cope with change, or even move into
new careers, more readily than many others.

In emphasizing the long-range benefits of training in philosophy, whether through
a major or through only a sample of courses in the field, there are at least two further
points to note. The first concerns the value of philosophy for vocational training. The
second applies to the whole of life.

First, philosophy can yield immediate benefits for students planning postgraduate
work. As law, medical, business, and other professional school faculty and admissions
personnel have often said, philosophy is excellent preparation for the training and later
careers of the professionals in question. In preparing to enter such fields such as
computer science, management, or public administration, which, like medicine, have
special requirements for post-graduate study, a student may of course major (or minor)
both in philosophy and some other field.

The second point here is that the long-range value of philosophical study goes far
beyond its contribution to one’s livelihood. Philosophy broadens the range of things one
can understand and enjoy. It can give one self-knowledge, foresight, and a sense of
direction in life. It can provide, to one’s reading and conversation, special pleasures of
insight. It can also lead to self-discovery, expansion of consciousness, and self-renewal.
Through all of this, and through its contribution to one’s expressive powers, it nurtures
individuality and self-esteem. Its value for one’s private life can be incalculable; its
benefits in one’s public life as a citizen can be immeasurable.

THE DOUBLE MAJOR

Philosophy majors are allowed to pursue two disciples simultaneously at the
University. The Double Major offers the student the advantages of fuller training in two
fields of study. All major requirements must be met and completed successfully upon
graduation from the University. In order to keep credits straight, students should obtain a
list for each major and record all the courses that have been taken. This method will
make it easier for the student to make sure that all requirements have been met prior to
graduation.

THE PHILOSOPHY MAJOR AT RUTGERS

Philosophy seeks answers to such fundamental questions as: What is ultimately
real? What is nature and extent of our knowledge? What is the source and nature of our



moral obligations? What form of government is the best? What makes one argument
better than another? Is beauty only in the eye of the beholder?

Many different answers will be investigated with the aim of assisting students (1)
to develop an appreciation of the various approaches and (2) to formulate their own
answers in a way that can be defended in the arena of reasoned controversy.

Philosophy draws on material from all areas of human endeavor — science, the
arts, religion, and politics. Many of our students are double majors because they find that
the study of philosophy and the study of particular discipline (say psychology and
biology) are mutually enhancing.

THE MAJOR

The major consists of eleven courses (no more than five at the 100 and 200 level)
and it is designed to meet the varied interests of our students. Every student takes a total
of six courses in the core areas of philosophy including one in logic, two in history of
philosophy (ancient/medieval & modern), on in ethics or political philosophy, and two in
either the theory of knowledge, metaphysics, philosophy of science, philosophy of
mind/psychology, or philosophy of language.

There is a wide variety of choice both within those six core area courses and among the
five additional electives. Students are able to explore in depth the issues that are most
interesting to them.

For example, a student majoring in psychology and philosophy can choose to take
one or more of the ten courses we offer in the philosophy of psychology, the
philosophical aspects of cognitive science or theory of knowledge. A pre-law student can
choose to take one or more of the nine courses in political philosophy and philosophy of
law. A student majoring in the arts could choose from among the seven courses that
explore issues in aesthetics. A student majoring in mathematics could choose to take one
or more of the four courses in logic.

Finally, a student could choose to explore the history of philosophy by selecting
courses from among the eighteen courses in the history of philosophy offered by the
department.

THE MINOR
A minor in philosophy consists of six courses at least of which three must be at
the 300 or 400 level.

DEPARTMENTAL HONORS

The department offers students the opportunity to graduate in philosophy with
departmental honors. The requirements to achieve this distinction are that, at graduation,
a student have an overall grade point average of at least 3.0 and a grade point average
within philosophy of at least 3.5,that the student have grades of B+ or higher in four 400



level courses. The student must hand in a thesis paper in order to be considered for
honors.

HONORS THESIS

Students who are highly motivated in philosophy are encouraged to obtain
approval of a paper as an honors thesis by the undergraduate director of the department.

INDEPENDENT STUDY

The Independent Study consists of individual work in some philosophical topic
under the direction of a member of the department. You must complete a form
describing the title of your work, what you will be examining, and who your advisor is on
the project. Your faculty advisor as well as the undergraduate director must sign the
form. You can pick up the form at the undergraduate office in the Philosophy
Department.

PRIZES

W.J. Norton Alumnae Award

The W. J. Norton Alumnae Award in Philosophy is for Douglass College Majors.
The sum ranges from $150.00-$300.00. It is given to that Douglass College senior
majoring in Philosophy who, in the judgment of the Department, has demonstrated
superior achievement in her subject. In some years, the award may be given to more than
one qualified student, and in other years to none.

T. Stanford Doolittle Award

The sum of $150.00-$300.00 is awarded to the senior who writes the best essay
in Philosophy on a subject approved by the Undergraduate Director of the Department,
who will name a competent committee of judges. The prize will be awarded annually.
Frequently this prize is awarded to the best overall senior major. In some years, it has
been awarded to the top two senior majors in philosophy.

Jacob Cooper Prize

Given in memory of Professor Jacob Cooper, LL. D., a former professor of logic
and mental philosophy at Rutgers. To win the prize a Rutgers College senior must stand
highest | a competitive examination in logical skill and insight. Frequently this prize is
awarded to the senior who receives the highest grade in 730:201, 730:315, 730:407 or
730:408.
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STUDY ABROAD

There are a great variety of programs available to students on studying abroad.
Most credits taken in foreign study are transferable; some may even be eligible to count
towards the Philosophy major or minor.

Information on Study Abroad opportunities are found at the Global Programs
Office located at 102 College Avenue in New Brunswick. Complete files are maintained
in the office of Dr. Stephen Ferst, Director of Study Abroad, Rutgers University. If you
need to contact Dr. Ferst, you can reach him by email at: ferst@rci.rutgers.edu or by
phone at (732)-932-7787 ext. 14 or (732) 932-7263 ext. 14. Rutgers itself sponsors an
extensive variety of programs. For more information on Study Abroad Programs, go on
to the Rutgers Study Abroad website at http://studyabroad.rutgers.edu/index.html or
email the office directly at RU_abroad@email.rutgers.edu.

RUTGERS UNIVERSITY UNDERGRADUATE
PHILOSOPHY CLUB

RU Philosophy Club: An undergraduate student organization. The main purpose of
the club includes:

(1) To educate the various members of the Rutgers community about the many
aspects and interests of philosophy.

(2) To educate and inform the community about the facets of philosophy by means of
lectures, presentations, and various activities.

(3) To explore topics of interest outside of the classroom.

The club held several lectures on campus and outings to some art museums in New York
to discuss Aesthetics. In 2004, the club was awarded 3 certificates in the following
categories of Best Educational or Lecture Program: Bruce Wilshire’s “The Moral
Collapse of the University: Revisited,” Program of the Year: Ted Sider’s “Four
Dimensionalism,” and Special Event of the Year: “Socrates on Trial: A Play.” In 2005,
the club had some lectures on Philosophy of Mind & Moral Issues concerning motor
vehicle accidents as well as going on a trip to the Metropolitan Museum of Art with Prof.
Morewedge to discuss aesthetics & visit Chinatown. For more information, you can come
to the Philosophy Club meetings, email the Undergraduate Secretary, Mercedes Diaz at:
diaz@philosophy.rutgers.edu or email the list serve to be added at:

PHILO CLUB@EMAIL.RUTGERS.EDU .

PREPARING FOR CAREERS

For strengthening their majors in the social sciences, for example, students in
those fields would be advised to select courses in the philosophy of social science; for a
major in psychology, courses in the philosophy of mind and of psychology; for an
English major, courses in the history of philosophy, philosophy of the arts, literature and
film; and so on. For further detailed advice, get in touch with the Department of
Philosophy.
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The following are listing of courses for various careers:

LAW:

201  Intro to Logic

220  Intro to Theory of Knowledge

251  Ethics & Business

255 Intro to Social & Political Philosophy
330  The Ethics of War

340  History of Ethics

341  Ethics Through History

345  Philosophy and the Law

358  Philosophy of Law

380  Ethics & Practical Reasoning

MEDICINE & OTHER HEALTH PROFESSIONS:

225 Intro to Philosophy of Science

249  Medical Ethics

328  Philosophy of Psychology

340  History of Ethics

360  Philosophical Aspects of Cognitive Science
428  Topics in Philosophy of Psychology

BUSINESS:

250  Environmental Ethics

251  Ethics & Business

255 Intro to Social & Political Philosophy
345  Philosophy & the Law

358  Philosophy of Law

427  Philosophy of Social Sciences

COMPUTER SCIENCE:

201  Intro to Logic

225  Intro to Philosophy of Science

315  Applied Symbolic Logic

329  Minds, Machines & Persons

360  Philosophical Aspects of Cognitive Science
407  Intermediate Logic |

408 Intermediate Logic Il

418  Philosophy of Mind

419  Philosophy of Perception

420  Philosophy of Language
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421
422
425

Semantics of Language
Philosophy of Logic
Philosophy of Science

COMMUNICATION & JOURNALISM:

220
225
249
250
251
252
255
263
264
265
330
345
358
364
380
445

Intro to Theory of Knowledge

Intro to Philosophy of Science
Medical Ethics

Environmental Ethics

Ethics & Business

Love, Personhood & Sexual Morality
Intro to Social & Political Philosophy
Philosophy & the Arts

Philosophical Ideas in Film
Philosophical Ideas in Literature

The Ethics of War

Philosophy & the Law

Philosophy of Law

Aesthetics of Film

Ethics & Practical Reasoning

Topics in Social & Political Philosophy

ENGINEERING:

201
220
225
249
250
251
255
340
425

Intro to Logic

Intro to Theory of Knowledge

Intro to Philosophy of Science
Medical Ethics

Environmental Ethics

Ethics & Business

Intro to Social & Political Philosophy
History of Ethics

Philosophy of Science

GOVERNMENT SERVICE:

250
251
255
260
263
264
265
330
347

Environmental Ethics

Ethics & Business

Intro to Social & Political Philosophy
Philosophical Ideas in Literature
Philosophy & the Arts

Philosophical Ideas in Film

Intro to the Philosophy of Religion
The Ethics of War

Philosophical Issues in Feminism
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371  Philosophies of Death & Dying
380  Ethics & Practical Reasoning

SOCIAL WORK:

249  Medical Ethics

250  Environmental Ethics

251  Ethics & Business

255 Intro to Social & Political Philosophy
347  Philosophical Issues in Feminism
371  Philosophies of Death & Dying

THE ARTS:

260  Philosophical Ideas in Literature

261  Philosophical Ideas in Science Fiction
263  Philosophy & the Arts

264  Philosophical Ideas in Film

363  Philosophy of Criticism: Art & Literature
364  Aesthetics of Film

365  Philosophy of Music

461  Special Topics in Aesthetics

DEPARTMENT COLLOQUIUMS, CONFERENCES & EVENTS:

Events: The department has many colloquiums during the year. They are free to
the entire Rutgers Community. These colloquiums consist of lectures given by
guest speakers. They are free and usually start at 4:30pm on a Thursday in the
Mandel Seminar Room at Davison Hall on Douglass Campus.

Throughout the year, our department has various conferences such as the
Epistemology Conference, the Ethics Workshop, Metaphysics Workshop, &
Rutgers-Princeton Graduate Conference. Check our website at
http://philosophy.rutgers.edu for more information or call the department at 732-
932-9861.

In the summer, the department sponsors the Rutgers Summer Institute for
Diversity in Philosophy. For more information, call the department at:
(732) 932-9861 ext. 115 (Mercedes Diaz) or ext. 123 (Pauline Mitchell).

Starting in spring 2006, the undergraduate department will be sponsoring lectures
from guest speakers out of Rutgers University. For more information, contact
Mercedes Diaz at diaz@philosophy.rutgers.edu or call at: (732) 932-9861

ext. 115.
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PREPARING FOR GRADUATE SCHOOL

It is never too early to contemplate preparing for graduate or professional schools.
If a student plans to apply to graduate school, it is essential that you be able to present a
coherent and rigorous course of study, which should include courses that required
extensive writing. In turn, the student can use the paper as a writing sample that can be
presented as part of your application.

Be certain to take courses with tenured faculty when possible. Try and seek out
professors who are renowned in their field. Make sure to participate in their classes.
Make an effort to consult with your professors in their subject and consult with them for
advice in research and writing. Graduate and professional schools pay more attention to
well-written writing samples and letters of recommendation from those who have
established reputations in their area of specializations.

Make sure to that you get your letters of recommendation in a timely fashion.
Also, try and have them filed with the Office of Career Services. Professors that have
taught you may move, get a job elsewhere, retire or die. It is imperative that you obtain a
recommendation when their memory of you and your abilities in the classroom are fresh
in their mind.

NEWS

In the spring 2006 semester, the Philosophy Department will be offering a new
course that will focus on papers that students have written for prior classes in order to
develop the ideas in them more fully. “Becoming a good writer of philosophy requires
that one be able to anticipate objections that could be raised to the view being defended”
(FE). This course will be offered as two undergraduate independent studies at the 400
level and will carry 3 credits. Registration will be limited to juniors who have a 3.0
overall GPA and a 3.5 GPA in philosophy and who have previously submitted a paper of
at least 10 pages to a 300-400 level philosophy course. Registration will be limited to 7
students per tutorial. The students will work as a team to perfect their papers. Each
tutorial will be led by two senior graduate students working under the supervision of a
faculty member. Registration in the course requires permission of a faculty member
supervisor. If you are interested, please contact Mercedes Diaz via email at:
diaz@philosophy.rutgers.edu. For more information, contact Prof. Frances Egan,
Undergraduate Director, at: fegan@rci.rutgers.edu.

UNDERGRADUATE PHILOSOPHY AT RUTGERS

Concentration in Philosophy:

The Philosophy Major Requirements: Students must take a minimum
of eleven classroom courses in philosophy, not more than five of which may be at the 100
to 200 levels.
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following:

the 400 level:

Approved Course Listing:

One Term of logic from among the following:

01:730:201
01:730:315
01:730:407
01:730:408

Introduction to Logic
Applied Symbolic Logic
Intermediate Logic |
Intermediate Logic Il

One term of ancient or medieval philosophy from among the following:

01:730:301
01:730:302
01:730:304
01:730:305
01:730:306
01:730:401
01:730:402

Socrates & Plato

Plato & Avristotle

Origins of Medieval Philosophy
Philosophy in the High Middle Ages
Between Medieval & Modern Philosophy
Plato

Aristotle

Some courses from Classics Department can count

*Courses from the Classics Department that can be used for the ancient or
medieval philosophy requirement are as follows:

01:730:352
01:190:322
01:190:353

Plato (01:190:352)
Greek Political Philosophy
Aristotle

One term of modern philosophy from among the following:

01:730:307
01:730:308
01:730:404
01:730:405
01:730:406

Descartes, Locke & the 17" Century
Hume, Kant & the 18" Century
Spinoza

Kant

19" Century Philosophy

One term of advanced ethics or political philosophy from among the

01:730:330
01:730:341
01:730:342
01:730:380
01:730:441
01:730:445
01:730:450
01:730:459

The Ethics of War

Ethics through History

Social & Political Philosophy Through History

Ethics & Practical Reasoning

Ethical Theory

Topics in Social & Political Philosophy

Topics in Moral Philosophy

Advanced Seminar in Ethics*(by special permission only)

Two courses from among the following, at least one of which must be at

01:730:210
01:730:220

Philosophy of Language
Intro to Theory of Knowledge
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01:730:225
01:730:328
01:730:360
01:730:412
01:730:413
01:730:415
01:730:418
01:730:419
01:730:420
01:730:421
01:730:425
01:730:426
01:730:427
01:730:428
01:730:429

Intro to Philosophy of Science
Philosophy of Psychology

Philosophical Aspects of Cognitive Science

Epistemology

Social Epistemology
Metaphysics

Philosophy of Mind

Philosophy of Perception
Philosophy of Language
Semantics of Natural Languages
Philosophy of Science
Philosophy of Physics
Philosophy of the Social Sciences
Topics in Philosophy of Psychology
Philosophy of Biology
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