FALL 2025 PHILOSOPHY GRADUATE COURSE
DESCRIPTIONS

Course No: 16:730:595

Index #: 18598

Time: Wednesdays 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Course Title: Pro-Seminar

Instructors: PIETROSKI/SIDER

Course Description:

Philosophy proseminar, restricted to first-year Ph.D. students in philosophy at Rutgers.
We will study some twentieth century classics, centered on questions about language,
metaphysics, and epistemology.

Course No: 16:730:550

Index #: 16713

Time: Thursdays 10:00 AM-12:00 PM

Course Title: Seminar in Epistemology/Mind
Instructors: SCHELLENBERG/SOSA

Cross-listed with Cognitive Science (16:185:602:01)

Course Description: We will discuss recent literature in epistemology, mind, and where
those two areas intersect.

Course No: 16:730:570

Index #: 21413

Time: Wednesdays 12:15 PM - 3:00 PM

Course Title: Seminar in Philosophy of Language
Instructor: EGAN

Course Description: “Approaches to Theory of Meaning”

There’s a lot of literature theorizing about meaning, and it's super not obvious that
everybody’s got the same ideas about what a theory of meaning is supposed to be a
theory of. It seems pretty clear that not everybody who talks about “meaning” is
theorizing about the same thing, or trying to explain the same explananda. We'll survey
some work illustrating a bunch of different approaches, with the aim of (a) trying to get a



grip on the theoretical landscape, and (b) getting clear enough on the different
approaches to be able to constructively engage with that chunk of the literature. One of
the things | want to do with this seminar is to make it accessible for people who haven’t
really done philosophy of language before, and provide an on-ramp to some otherwise
potentially intimidating literature. Another thing | want to do, which I'm hoping will also
be of interest to people who are already philosophy of language nerds, is make some
progress getting clear on some higher-level, “what’s everybody doing here, why are
they doing it, and how are the different projects related?” issues, and to get us all
(including myself) reasonably up to speed on some literature I’'m not yet up to speed on
(Brandomia and rational speech act theory, potentially among others).

Course No: 16:730:582

Index #: 18597

Time: Wednesdays 3:15 PM - 6:00 PM

Course Title: Seminar in Philosophy of Law: Moral and Legal Issues
Instructors: KAMM/OBERDIEK

Course Description:

This is a seminar in philosophy of law and topics in moral and political philosophy that
intersect with the law. The format of the course will consist in engaging with the work of
seven scholars who will be visiting the seminar. In the week preceding each
philosopher’s visit, we will read work (whether by them or someone else) they have
selected to prepare for their visit, and then the following week we will read whatever
paper they will be presenting in our class. The topics will be diverse, ranging over an
array of topics in philosophy of law writ large.

Course No: 16:730:653

Index #: 18601

Time: Tuesdays 12:15 PM - 3:00 PM

Course Title: Advanced Topics in Metaphysics
Instructor: BENNETT

Course Description:
Intensive examination of one or two selected issues in contemporary metaphysics.

Course No: 16:730:695
Index #: 18602
Time:Tuesdays 3:15 PM - 6:00 PM



Course Title: Dissertation Seminar
Instructor: SARTORIO

Course Description:
Advanced seminar in which students present their dissertation research.

Open only to upper-level Ph.D. students in philosophy. .



