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RESEARCH AREAS 
Areas of Specialization: Moral Theory, Philosophy of Law, Criminal Law 
Areas of Competence: Political Philosophy, National Security Law, Constitutional Law 
 
UNIVERSITY EMPLOYMENT 
Rutgers University Fall 2010 to Present 
 Professor of Law, Philosophy, and Criminal Justice March 2014 to Present 
 Associate Professor of Law, Philosophy, and Criminal Justice January 2011-March 2014 
 Visiting Professor of Law September 2010-December 2010 
 Courses Taught:  
  Philosophy:  
   Graduate: Rights and Risks (cross-listed at Princeton, co-taught with Johann Frick) 
   Undergraduate: Philosophy of Rights, Philosophy of Law 
  Law: Criminal Law, Homeland Security and Counterterrorism Law 
  Criminal Justice: Criminal Law, Philosophy of Law, Counterterrorism Law 
   
University of Maryland, Institute for Philosophy and Public Policy March 2008 to July 2010 
 Research Scholar 
 Courses Taught:  
  Graduate: Pro-seminar for the Committee on Politics, Philosophy, and Public Policy (College Park) 

 Law: U.S. Constitutional Law II (Individual Rights); Homeland Security and Counter-terrorism Law (both 
at the University of Maryland School of Law) 

 
University of Heidelberg (Germany), Law School and Center for American Studies 2007-2008 
 Adjunct Professor 
 Course taught: American Constitutional Law 
 
RWTH Aachen (Germany), Philosophical Institute 2007 
 Guest Professor. 
 Courses taught: Philosophy of Law; Contemporary Issues in Moral Theory (Deontology)  
 
Max Planck Institute for Comparative Public and International Law (Germany) 2006-2007 
 Visiting Scholar.  
 
University of Baltimore 2000-2006 
 Associate Professor of Philosophy March 2006-June 2006 
 Assistant Professor of Philosophy  September 2000-March 2006 
 Courses taught:  
  Law: Life and Death in the Law Seminar; Philosophy of Law 
  Graduate: Law and Morality; Philosophy of Law; Life and Death in the Law Seminar 

 Undergraduate: Philosophy of Law; Ethical Issues in Constitutional Law; Philosophy of Criminal Law; 
Political Philosophy; Life and Death Issues in the Law; Ethical Issues in Business and Society; Modern 
Philosophy; Seminar: The Death Penalty; Logic; Advanced Logic 

 
Harvard University  
 Lecturer in Public Policy at the Kennedy School of Government   Fall 1997 
 Teaching Fellow in the Core Course Program at Harvard College Fall 1996 
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Lafayette College 1993-94 
 Visiting Assistant Professor of Philosophy.  
 
OTHER WORK EXPERIENCE 
 
Mayer, Brown and Platt, Washington, D.C. 1999-2000 
 Associate doing general and appellate litigation, and regulatory law. 
 
The Honorable Judge Nancy Gertner, United States District Court, Boston, MA. 1998-99 
 Law clerk. 
 
EDUCATION 

• Harvard Law School, J.D., cum laude, June 1998 

• University of Pittsburgh, Ph.D. in Philosophy, June 1993 
(Dissertation: “A Kantian Criticism of Consequentialism”) 

• University of Maryland, B.A., summa cum laude, in Philosophy, June 1987 
 
AWARDS and FELLOWSHIPS 

• Laurance S. Rockefeller Visiting Fellowship at the University Center for Human Values, Princeton 
University, 2014-2015. 

• Research Fellowship at the University of Freiburg Centre for Security and Society, summer 2014. 

• The Third Annual Dean’s Award for Scholarly Excellence, Rutgers School of Law – Camden, 2013. 

• Harvard Program in Ethics and the Professions, Graduate Fellow, 1996-1997 

• Andrew Mellon Dissertation Fellowship, 1991-1992 

• Andrew Mellon Fellowship in the Humanities, 1987-1989 

• Chancellor’s Scholarship, University of Maryland, 1983-1987 
 
WRITING 
 
Books 

• The Right to Defend Against Threats: A Case Study in Rights Theory (Oxford University Press, 
forthcoming 2019). 

• Detention in a Liberal State (Oxford University Press, under contract). 
 
Articles in Journals or Chapters in Books 

• “Using, Risking, and Consent: Why Risking Harm to Bystanders is Morally Different from Risking Harm 
to Research Subjects,” Bioethics (forthcoming) 

• “The Right to Cause Harm as an Alternative to Being Sacrificed for Others; An Exploration of Agent-
Rights with a Special Focus on Intervening Agency,” San Diego Law Review 55 (forthcoming). 

• “Eliminative Killing and the Targeting of Noncombatants; Comments on Seth Lazar’s Sparing Civilians,” 
Law and Philosophy 37 (2018): 313-325. 

• “The Restricting Claims Principle Revisited,” Law and Philosophy 35 (2016): 211-247. 

• “Constitutional Rights for Nonresident Aliens; A Doctrinal and Normative Argument,” Drexel Law Review 
8 (2015): 53-112. 

• “The Use and Abuse of Definitions in Constitutional Law; A Critique of Justice Roberts’s Dissent in 
Obergefell v. Hodges,” Vienna Journal on International Constitutional Law 9 (2015): 581-585. 
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• “Proof Beyond a Reasonable Doubt; A Balanced Retributive Account,” Louisiana Law Review 76 (2015): 
355-446. 

• “Fourth Amendment Rights for Nonresident Aliens,” German Law Journal 16 (2015): 1131-1162. 

o Reprinted (shorter version) in Russell Miller, ed., Privacy and Power: A Transatlantic Dialogue in 
the Shadow of the NSA-Affair (Cambridge University Press, 2017). 

• “Transcending the Means Principle,” Law and Philosophy 33 (2014): 427-464. 

• “Human Dignity and Proportionality: Deontic Pluralism in Balancing,” in Huscroft, Miller and Webber 
(eds.) Proportionality and the Rule of Law: Rights, Justification, Reasoning (Cambridge University Press, 
2014) (with Mattias Kumm): 67-89. 

• “Reflections on Theorizing About the Moral Foundations of the Law: Using the Laws Governing Detention 
as a Case Study,” in S. Vöneky et al (eds.) Ethics and Law—The Ethicalization of Law (Springer Press, 
2013): 103-126. 

• “Wrongdoing Without Motives: Why Tadros is Wrong About Wrongdoing and Motivation,” Law and 
Philosophy 32 (2013): 217-240. 

• “Agents, Impartiality, and the Priority of Claims over Duties; Diagnosing Why Thomson Still Gets the 
Trolley Problem Wrong by Appeal to the ‘Mechanics of Claims,’” Journal of Moral Philosophy 9 (2012): 
545-571 (with David Wasserman). 

• “A Punitive Precondition for Preventive Detention: Lost Status as an Element of a Just Punishment,” San 
Diego Law Review 48 (2011): 1229-1272. 

• “Transcending, but Not Abandoning, the Combatant-Civilian Distinction: A Case Study,” Rutgers Law 
Review 63 (2011): 1149-1168. 

• “Criminalizing Statements of Terrorist Intent: How to Understand the Law Governing Terrorist Threats, 
and Why It Should be Used Instead of Long-Term Preventive Detention,” Journal of Criminal Law and 
Criminology 101 (2011): 803-854. 

• “A Unified Theory of Detention, with Application to Preventive Detention for Suspected Terrorists,” 
Maryland Law Review 70 (2011): 871-938. 

• “Crime, Culpability and Moral Luck; Comment on Alexander, Ferzan and Morse,” Law and Philosophy 29 
(2010): 373-384. 

• “Constitutional Rights for Nonresident Aliens,” Philosophy and Public Policy Quarterly 29 (Summer/Fall 
2009): 2-6. 

• “Judicial Review in Review: A Four-Part Defense of Legal Constitutionalism. A Review Essay on Political 
Constitutionalism, by Richard Bellamy,” International Journal of Constitutional Law 7 (2009): 329-354. 

• “Comments on Doug Husak: The Low Cost of Recognizing (and of Ignoring) the Limited Relevance of 
Intentions to Permissibility,” Criminal Law and Philosophy 3 (2009): 71-78. 

• “Crossing a Moral Line: Long-Term Preventive Detention in the War on Terror,” Philosophy and Public 
Policy Quarterly 28 (Summer/Fall 2008): 15-21. 

• “Detention in the ‘War on Terror’: Constitutional Interpretation Informed by the Law of War,” ILSA 
Journal of International & Comparative Law 14 (2008) (with Ingo Venzke): 45-97. 

• “Unconstitutional Detention of Nonresident Aliens: Revisiting the Supreme Court’s Treatment of the Law 
of War in Hamdi v. Rumsfeld,” Heidelberg Journal of International Law 67 (2007) (with Ingo Venzke): 
843-885. 

• “The Doctrine of Illicit Intentions,” Philosophy and Public Affairs 34 (2006): 39-67. 

• “The Constitutionality of States Extending Personhood to the Unborn,” Constitutional Commentary 22 
(2005): 161-179. 

• “Chastened Ambitions: Mark Tushnet’s ‘The New Constitutional Order,’” International Journal of 
Constitutional Law 2 (January 2004): 194-205. 
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• “Permissibly Encouraging the Impermissible,” Journal of Value Inquiry 38 (2004): 341-354. 

•  “Criticizing the Obligatory Acts of Lawyers: A Response to Markovits’s ‘Legal Ethics from the Lawyer’s 
Point of View,’” Yale Journal of Law and the Humanities 16 (2004): 1-43. 

• “Reasonable Illegal Force: Justice and Legitimacy in a Pluralistic, Liberal Society,” Ethics 111 (January 
2001): 344-373. 

• “The Significance of Rawls's Law of Peoples; A Response to Lea Brilmayer,” International Legal Theory 6 
(2000): 51-57. 

• “Consensual Sex Without Assuming the Risk of Carrying an Unwanted Fetus; Another Foundation for the 
Right to an Abortion,” Brooklyn Law Review 63 (Winter 1997): 1051-1140.  

• “The ‘Defense of Marriage Act’ and Authoritarian Morality,” The William and Mary Bill of Rights Journal 
5 (Summer 1997): 619-642. 

o Reprinted (shorter version) in Dissent (Summer 1997): 85-90. 

o Reprinted (shorter version) in Helen Cothran (ed.) Current Controversies: Homosexuality (San 
Diego: Greenhaven Press, 2002): 1-7. 

• “Doing, Allowing, and Disabling: Some Principles Governing Deontological Restrictions,” Philosophical 
Studies 80 (1995): 183-215. 

 
Encyclopedia Entries 

• “Boumediene v. Bush,” in American Governance, Stephen L. Schechter (ed.) (Detroit: Macmillan, 2016): 
146-148. 

•  “Retributive Justice,” in the Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy (Summer 2014 Edition), Edward N. 
Zalta (ed.), http://plato.stanford.edu/archives/sum2014/entries/justice-retributive/. 

• “Justice,” in Encyclopedia of Modern Political Thought, Gregory Claeys (ed.) (Sage Press, 2013): 463-466. 
 
Short Reviews, Comments, Columns, and Other 

• “Introduction to the Rutgers Law Review Symposium on ‘Theorizing Criminal Law Reform,’” Rutgers Law 
Review (forthcoming). 

• Can the New DOJ Policy on Pot Be Applied Retroactively? Posted on Balkinization, Jan. 5, 2018, 
https://balkin.blogspot.com/2018/01/can-new-doj-policy-on-pot-be-applied.html. 

• Book Review of Larry Laudan’s, The Law’s Flaws: Rethinking Trial and Errors? (College Publications, 
2016) posted on Criminal Law and Criminal Justice Books, October 2017, 
http://clcjbooks.rutgers.edu/books/the-laws-flaws-rethinking-trial-and-errors/. 

• Book Review of Kai Draper’s War and Individual Rights: The Foundations of Just War Theory (Oxford 
University Press, 2015) in Ethics 127 (2016): 277-281.  

• Book Review of Robert Wagstaff’s Terror Detentions in the Rule of Law: US and UK Perspectives 
(Oxford University Press, 2014), posted on Criminal Law and Criminal Justice Books, March 2015, 
http://clcjbooks.rutgers.edu/books/terror-detentions-and-the-rule-of-law.html. 

• “Introduction to the Special Issue on Deontology and the Criminal Law,” Criminal Law and Philosophy 
(2014): DOI 10.1007/s11572-014-9353-y. 

• Op Ed: “Is it time for moderate Republicans to consider forming a third political party?” 
http://blog.nj.com/njv_guest_blog/2013/10/is_it_time_for_moderate_republ.html.  

• Book Review of Andrew Ashworth et al (eds.) Prevention and the Limits of the Criminal Law (Oxford 
University Press, 2013), posted on Criminal Law and Criminal Justice Books, September 2013, 
http://clcjbooks.rutgers.edu/books/prevention-and-the-limits-of-the-criminal-law.html.  

• “Comment on Slobogin,” in Michael Corrado (ed.), Preventing Danger: New Paradigms in Criminal 
Justice (Durham, NC: Carolina Press, 2013): 161-166. 

http://plato.stanford.edu/archives/sum2014/entries/justice-retributive/
https://balkin.blogspot.com/2018/01/can-new-doj-policy-on-pot-be-applied.html
http://clcjbooks.rutgers.edu/books/the-laws-flaws-rethinking-trial-and-errors/
http://clcjbooks.rutgers.edu/books/terror-detentions-and-the-rule-of-law.html
http://blog.nj.com/njv_guest_blog/2013/10/is_it_time_for_moderate_republ.html
http://clcjbooks.rutgers.edu/books/prevention-and-the-limits-of-the-criminal-law.html
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• “Potholes on the Path to Purity: Gideon Yaffe's Overly Ambitious Attempt to Account for Criminal 
Attempts,” Criminal Law and Philosophy 6 (2012): 383-386. 

• Book Review of Victor Tadros’s The Ends of Harm (Oxford University Press, 2011), posted on Criminal 
Law and Criminal Justice Books, May 2012, http://clcjbooks.rutgers.edu/books/ends_of_harm.html.  

• “Intentions and Permissibility” on Pea Soup, April 26, 2012, 
http://peasoup.typepad.com/peasoup/2012/04/intentions-and-permissibility.html.  

• “A Recent Exoneration Underlines a Basic Truth: As Long as We Have the Death Penalty, We Will 
Inevitably Execute the Innocent,” Column on Writ at Findlaw.com, co-written with Monty Smith, January 
29, 2004, http://writ.news.findlaw.com/commentary/20040129_walen.html. 

• Book Review of Quentin Skinner’s Liberty Before Liberalism (Cambridge University Press, 1998) in 
Utilitas 15 (November 2003): 378-380. 

• Book Review of Judith Jarvis Thomson’s Goodness and Advice (Princeton University Press, 2001) in 
Utilitas 15 (July 2003): 253-255.  

• “An Alternative to the Partial Birth Abortion Ban Act: The Preferable, Constitutional Legislation Congress 
Declined to Enact,” Column on Writ at Findlaw.com, June 16, 2003, 
http://writ.news.findlaw.com/commentary/20030616_walen.html. 

• “Federalism For Postwar Iraq: How Federalism May Make Democracy Work,” Column on Column on Writ 
at Findlaw.com, April 10, 2003, http://writ.news.findlaw.com/commentary/20030410_walen.html. 

• “If Roe v. Wade Is Overruled, What Arguments Should Abortion Rights Supporters Use?” Column on Writ 
at Findlaw.com, February 18, 2003, http://writ.news.findlaw.com/commentary/20030218_walen.html. 

• “Double Jeopardy and the Death Penalty: A Supreme Court Case To Be Argued in November May Only 
Show The Court’s Continuing Support for Execution,” Column on Writ at Findlaw.com, October 29, 2002, 
http://writ.news.findlaw.com/commentary/20021029_walen.html. 

• “Cloning for Research and Therapy, Not To Produce Children: The President's Council Weighs In On 
Banning Versus Allowing It,” Column on Writ at Findlaw.com., July 25, 2002, 
http://writ.news.findlaw.com/commentary/20020725_walen.html. 

• Co-inventor in US Patent No. 5,172,350 (One-handed clock). 
 
PRESENTATIONS and WORKSHOPS 

• “Responsibility for Outcomes,” presented to the Anglo-German Dialog on Criminal Law, Edinburgh 
University, September 2018. 

• “Risks and Limited Aggregation,” colloquium presentation at the University of California, Irvine, School 
of Law, February 2018. 

• “The Restricting Claims Principle Revisited,” presented to Matthew Liao’s graduate seminar in Moral 
Philosophy, NYU, December 2017. 

• “Deontology and Distributive Justice: A Two-Way Connection,” presented at the Pacific Meeting of the 
American Philosophical Association, April 2017. 

• “Comments on Tomlin: The Next Step in Rejecting the Harm Principle,” presented at the Pacific Meeting 
of the American Philosophical Association, April 2017. 

• “The Right to Cause Harm as an Alternative to Being Sacrificed for Others,” presented at the Workshop on 
Self-Defense,” University of San Diego School of Law, Tulsa School of Law, and the Yale Moral 
Philosophy Workgroup, November 2016. 

• “Eliminative Killing and the Targeting of Noncombatants; On the Way Threatening Can Cause Loss of 
Rights Without Liability,” presented at the Ethics, Law and Armed Conflict workshop in Florence, Italy, 
September 2016.  

• “Eliminative Killing in War,” presented at the Centre for Ethics, Law and Public Affairs, Warwick 
University, The Seminar on Moral Philosophy, Oxford University, and the Stockholm Centre for the Ethics 
of War and Peace, June 2016. 

http://clcjbooks.rutgers.edu/books/ends_of_harm.html
http://peasoup.typepad.com/peasoup/2012/04/intentions-and-permissibility.html
http://writ.news.findlaw.com/commentary/20040129_walen.html
http://writ.news.findlaw.com/commentary/20030616_walen.html
http://writ.news.findlaw.com/commentary/20030410_walen.html
http://writ.news.findlaw.com/commentary/20030218_walen.html
http://writ.news.findlaw.com/commentary/20021029_walen.html
http://writ.news.findlaw.com/commentary/20020725_walen.html
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• “A Misplaced Comparative Approach to Just War Theory; Comments on Seth Lazar’s Sparing Civilians,” 
presented at the Workshop: “Defensive Killing and Sparing Civilians,” sponsored by the Carnegie Council 
for Ethics and International Affairs, New York City, September 2015. 

• “The Restricting Claims Principle Revisited: Transcending the Means Principle Based on the Agent-Patient 
Divide,” presented at the Department of Philosophy, Lund University, Sweden, and at the Conference: 
Responding to Global Poverty—On What The Affluent Ought To Do and What the Poor Are Permitted To 
Do, Oslo, Norway, May 2015. 

• “Proof Beyond a Reasonable Doubt; A Balanced Retributive Account,” presented at Yale Law School and 
at Princeton University’s Human Values Forum, February 2015.  

• “Constitutional Rights for Nonresident Aliens: A Doctrinal and Normative Argument,” presented at Drexel 
School of Law, February 2015. 

• “Fourth Amendment Rights for Nonresident Aliens,” presented at the Symposium: “Privacy and Power: A 
Transatlantic Dialogue in the Shadow of the NSA-Affair,” hosted by the Centre for Security and Society, 
University of Freiburg, July 8-9, 2014. 

• “Proof Beyond a Reasonable Doubt,” presented at the University of Virginia School of Law, and Louisiana 
State University School of Law, March 2013; at the University of Amsterdam School of Law, April 2013, 
at the ICON-S Conference in Florence, Italy, June 2014, and at the Max Planck Institute for Criminal Law, 
Freiburg, Germany July 2014. 

• Comments on Ragna Aarli’s “Reform of the Insanity Defense,” Robina Workshop on The Future of 
Criminal Law, University of Minnesota Law School, April 2014. 

• Comments on Ralph Wedgwood, “Two-Grades of Non-Consequentialist Constraints,” Rutgers Institute for 
Law and Philosophy Workshop on “Deontology and the Criminal Law,” Rutgers University, 2014. 

• Federalist Society Debate (with Michael Lewis) on Targeted Killing, Rutgers School of Law – Camden, 
September 2013. 

• Comments on David Cole’s “Formal and Informal Constraints on Preventive Justice,” Robina Workshop 
on Preventive Justice, University of Minnesota Law School, September 2012. 

• “Transcending the Means Principle,” presented at the Department of Philosophy at University of Delaware, 
April 2012; and at the DeCamp Bioethics Seminar at Princeton University, September 2012. 

• “Dignity and Proportionality,” Berlin Colloquium: “Rethinking the National/International Divide” at the 
Humboldt University, Berlin, Germany, May 2012. 

• “Wrongdoing Without Motives: Why Tadros is Wrong About Wrongdoing and Motivation,” Symposium 
on The Ends of Harm, Rutgers School of Law, Camden, March 2012. 

• “Reflections on Theorizing About the Moral Foundations of the Law: Using the Laws Governing Detention 
as a Case Study,” Symposium on the Ethicalization of Law, Freiburg, Germany, September 2011. 

• “A Punitive Precondition for Preventive Detention: Lost Status as an Element of a Just Punishment,” San 
Diego School of Law, April 2011. 

• “Transcending the Distinction between the Law of War and the Law of Peace,” Symposium on Law after 
9/11, Rutgers School of Law, Newark, February 2011. 

• “A Moral Ground for the Means Principle,” presented at the Department of Philosophy, University of 
Maryland, April 2009; at the Department of Philosophy, Bern University, Switzerland, December 2009; 
and at the London School of Economics, Choice Group, October 2010. 

• “Sen and Rawls: Comments on Amartya Sen’s The Idea of Justice,” presented at a panel discussion 
sponsored by the Committee for Politics, Philosophy, and Public Policy, at the University of Maryland, 
College Park, May 2010. 

• “The Mechanics of Hohfeldian Rights, Featuring a Case Study of Judith Jarvis Thomson on the Trolley 
Problem,” presented at the Wharton School, University of Pennsylvania, April 2010. 

• “A Unified Theory of Detention,” presented at Rutgers School of Law, Newark, January 2010, Camden, 
February 2010. 
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• “Choosing Your Reasons,” presented at the Department of Philosophy, Bloomsburg University, November 
2008; and at the Department of Philosophy, Munich University, Germany, December 2009. 

• “The Mechanics of Claims Underlying Hohfeldian Rights,” presented at the Department of Philosophy, 
Rutgers University, November 2009; and Zürich University, Switzerland, December 2009. 

• “Crossing a Moral Line,” presented at a roundtable sponsored by the Study of Terrorism and Responses to 
Terrorism, University of Maryland, October, 2008; at Bloomsburg University, November 2008; at the 
University of Baltimore (Ethics Week) March 2009; and at the University of Maryland School of Law, 
March 2009. 

• “Judicial Review in Review,” presented as a colloquium talk to the Committee for Politics, Philosophy and 
Public Policy, University of Maryland, October 2008. 

• Presentation in panel on Boumediene v. Bush, 553 U.S. 723 (2008), at the University of Maryland School 
of Law, October 2008. 

• Comments on “The Costs to Criminal Theory of Supposing that Intentions Are Irrelevant to Permissibility” 
by Doug Husak, Conference on the Evolution of Criminal Law Theory, Rutgers Institute for Law and 
Philosophy, May 2008. 

• Presentation on Medellin v. Texas (argued in the U.S. Supreme Court, Oct. 2007), Max Planck Institute for 
Comparative Public Law and International Law, November 2007. 

• “Recasting Specific Intent Crimes: Understanding Their Foundations, Narrowing the List, and Changing 
the Labels,” 23rd IVR World Congress of Philosophy of Law and Social Philosophy, August 2007. 

• Presentation on U.S. Constitutional Rights for Nonresident Aliens, RWTH Aachen Philosophy, June 2007. 

• Presentation on The Partial Birth Abortion Ban Act, RWTH Aachen Medical School, June 2007. 

• Presentation on Intention and Permissibility, University of Bern, Switzerland, May 2007. 

• Presentation on U.S. Constitutional Rights for Nonresident Aliens, Max Planck Institute for Comparative 
Public Law and International Law, February 2007. 

• Presentation on the Constitutionality of the provisions in the Military Commissions Act of 2006 and the 
Detainee Treatment Act of 2005 that strip habeas jurisdiction from federal courts, Max Planck Institute for 
Comparative Public Law and International Law, November 2006. 

• Presentation on Garcetti v Ceballos (2006) (First Amendment, free speech case), Max Planck Institute for 
Comparative Public Law and International Law, October 2006. 

• Presentation on ACLU v. NSA (2006) (wiretapping case), Max Planck Institute for Comparative Public Law 
and International Law, September 2006. 

• “Complete Justice in the Making of Law,” at the Law and Society Conference, Baltimore, MD, July 2006. 

• Presenter at Roundtable on “Intention and Responsibility,” Co-sponsored by the Program in Law and 
Philosophy of the University of Illinois, and the Institutes for Law and Philosophy of the University of San 
Diego, Rutgers University, and the University of Pennsylvania, January 2006. 

• “Bootstrapped Justice,” at the Conference on Value Inquiry, Louisiana State University, April 2005. 

• Comments on Paul Weirich, “Intrinsic Utility,” Eastern Division of the APA, December 2004. 

• “Protecting the Unborn; the Challenge to Abortion Rights,” at the University of Baltimore, October 2004. 

• “Stability in the Face of the Manipulable Boundary between Intention and Foresight,” at the Conference on 
Values, Rational Choice, and the Will, April 2004. 

• “The Limited Prospects for Progressive Judicial Action,” at the Conference Commemorating the 200th 
Anniversary of Marbury v. Madison, at the University of Maryland School of Law, February 2003. 

• “Intention and Permissibility: A Response to Three Arguments,” at the University of Maryland School of 
Law, March 2002. 
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• “Debate: Is Illegal Force Ever Ethical,” with Dennis McGrath at the University of Baltimore, December 
2001. 

• “Intention and Permissibility,” at the Conference on Value Inquiry, Oklahoma State University, and the 
University of Baltimore Law School, both in April 2001. 

• “What's So Bad About Using People Simply as a Means?  The Doctrine of the Double Effect and the 
Disabler Principle,” presented at the Eastern Pennsylvania Philosophical Association, April 1994. 

 
OTHER PUBLIC APPEARANCES 

• Commencement Address at the University of Maryland, College Park, Department of Philosophy, Dec. 
2008. 

• Commentator on Terry Schiavo’s case, KKZN, AM 760, Colorado, March 22, 2005. 

• Panelist discussing military tribunals on the Marc Steiner show, WJHU (an NPR affiliate), November 21, 
2001. 

 
EXTERNAL REVIEWING 

• Journal of Political Philosophy 2017, 2018 

• Canadian Journal of Philosophy 2016, 2018 

• Analysis 2017 (2x), 2018 

• Routledge Press (book proposal) 2017 

• Journal of the American Philosophical Association 2017 

• Australasian Journal of Philosophy 2017 

• Yale Law Journal 2017 (2x) 

• Journal of Moral Philosophy 2013, 2014 (2x), 2016, 2017 

• Criminal Law and Philosophy 2012, 2013, 2014, 2016 

• Legal Theory 2007, 2016 

• Law and Philosophy 2009, 2011, 2013, 2014, 2016 

• Philosophical Studies 2012, 2016 

• Cambridge University Press (book proposal) 2015 

• Journal of Applied Philosophy 2014, 2015 

• Rowman & Littlefield International (book proposal) 2014 

• Netherlands Journal of Legal Philosophy 2014 

• International Journal of Comparative and Applied Criminal Justice 2013 

• Oxford University Press 2009, 2012 

• The Harvard Law Review 2009 

• Law, Probability & Risk 2009 

• Ethics 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2008, and 2009 

• Theoria 2008 

• Politics and the Life Sciences 2007 



Alec Walen, J.D., Ph.D. 

 - 9 - 

• Journal of Social Philosophy 2006 

• American Philosophical Quarterly 2004 

• The Journal of Ethics 2002 
 
OTHER PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 

• Associate Editor, Law and Philosophy, starting 2016 

• Editorial Board of Criminal Law Criminal Justice Books, starting 2016 

• Editorial Board of Criminal Law and Philosophy, starting 2014 

• Editor of a special issue of Criminal Law and Philosophy, on Deontology and the Criminal Law, 2014 

• Organizer of a Rutgers Institute for Law and Philosophy Workshop, “Deontology and the Criminal Law,” 
October 2013 

• American Philosophical Association Committee on Philosophy of Law (2009-2012) 

• Organizer and Chair of the American Philosophical Association Meeting, Session on Philosophy of Law on 
the theme: “Retributivism and Preventive Detention in the Criminal Justice System — Can They Be 
Reconciled?" December 2010 

• Judge for Berger Prize in Philosophy of Law for the American Philosophical Association Committee on 
Philosophy of Law, 2010 

• External consultant for the “Law and American Civilization” program at Towson University, April 2005 

• Ethical consultant for Planned Parenthood of Maryland, May 2003 

• Ethical consultant for the Maryland Association of Nonprofit Organizations, January 2002, April 2001, and 
December 2000 

 
UNIVERSITY SERVICE 

• Director (one of four) of the Rutgers Institute for Law and Philosophy, 2014-2017 

• Committee member for Doctoral Student (Beth Henzel) in Philosophy, 2015-2017 

• Undergraduate Chair for Criminal Justice, Rutgers New Brunswick, 2013-2104, 2015-2017 

• Directors Honors Project, Criminal Justice, Rutgers New Brunswick, 2013, 2016 

• Committee member for MA thesis in Philosophy (Nevil Johnson), 2016 

• Faculty advisor to Alpha Phi Sigma, the Criminal Justice Honors Society, 2015 

• Mentor for honors program, Rutgers New Brunswick, 2012-2014 

• Director of Directed Student Research Project, Rutgers School of Law, 2013 

• Director of Direct Reading for Doctoral Student, Department of Philosophy, 2013 

• Member of the speakers’ committee, Rutgers School of Law – Camden, 2011-2013 

• Faculty Liaison to faculty union, Rutgers School of Law – Camden, 2012-2013 

• Directors Honors Project, Philosophy, Rutgers New Brunswick, 2012 
 
LANGUAGES 

• Intermediate German 

• Reading proficiency in French. 
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