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MEET THE POST-DOCTORAL FELLOWS

JEFF TOLLY
Where did you receive your degree(s) before
coming to Rutgers? | got my grad degree from

Notre Dame.

If you were stranded on a desert island, which
philosophy paper or book would you most like
to have with you? Bill Alston's collection of

1980's papers on epistemic justification.

What are your non-philosophical interests or
hobbies? | love playing Settlers of Catan with

my family.

What do you work on? | work in epistemology. Most of my work so far addresses
the famous generality problem for reliabilism. I'm currently writing about
cognitive science and the degree to which CS might help us solve the generality
problem. I'm also doing some work in religious epistemology. I'm writing on
debunking arguments from the cognitive science of religion as well as the
epistemic implications of religious disagreement. It's been great to work with the
professors and students involved with the Rutgers Center for Philosophy of

Religion.

Dean Zimmerman, Mark Baker (Linguistics/cog.sci.), and | have planned some
interdisciplinary conferences on the cognitive science of religion and the science
of religious experience for next school year-- circumstances permitting. We're
pretty excited about our lineup of confirmed speakers at these conferences,
which include Tanya Luhrmann (anthropology-Stanford), Ann Taves (religious
studies-UC Santa Barbara), Brian Scholl (perceptual psychology-Yale), Cristine
Legare (cognitive science of religion-UT Austin), Claire White (cognitive science
of religion-Cal state Northridge), Jeff Speaks (philosophy-Notre Dame), Helen De

Cruz (philosophy, cog sci. of religion-St. Louis University), just to name a few.

fun oryx fact: In 2015, Yellow Nose, a scimitar oryx that lives in
Portland, Oregon escaped and startled hikers in Forest Park. The
following day he was caught and returned home.
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UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Senior Philosophy Major Nate Serio
became the second Beinecke Scholar in

Rutgers’ History.

This prestigious scholarship accepts one
nomination per accredited school annually,
granting only 18 juniors nationwide $34,000
each to further their academic pursuits.
Serio, 20, of Edison, who majors in
philosophy, linguistics and cognitive
science, has become the second student in

Rutgers’s history to win this scholarship.

Serio is primarily interested in the intersection of philosophy of language and
linguistics, an interest kindled by Paul Pietroski's courses. He joined Kristen Syrett’s
Laboratory for Developmental Language Studies in the spring of 2018, followed by a
research position at the University of Pennsylvania’s Child Language Lab this past
summer. He is currently studying how socio-economic disparities affect language
acquisition in children as a Lloyd C. Gardner Fellow at Rutgers. He hopes to use the

fellowship to help fund his graduate school career.

FALL UPDATE: Throughout the fall semester, the editorial board of Areté, the
Rutgers Undergraduate Philosophy Journal, has been meeting weekly to review
submissions for publication in this year’s issue. During our meetings, we discuss
the strengths and weaknesses of each submission and then with utmost care
and our shared moral compass firmly in place score it. These meetings serve as
dynamic forums for the discussion of philosophical ideas as well as of how
those ideas are delivered. Therefore, the process of reviewing has become as
much about selecting articles as growing ourselves as philosophers and
writers. This year we have received fewer submissions relative to previous
years, but the submissions that we have received are promising. In the spring
semester, we hope to work with the authors of the articles we have accepted to

ensure that the articles meet the publication standards of Areté. (By Sarang
Patel)
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ARETE UNDERGRADUATE JOURNAL

SPRING UPDATE: During the spring semester, the editorial board of Areté, the
Rutgers Undergraduate Philosophy Journal, met weekly to offer multiple
iterations of feedback to the authors of two articles selected for publication
in this year’s issue: “Latin America, Belonging, and Displacement: Rethinking
Home through Phenomenological Accounts,” authored by Alex Nelson
(Cornell College), and “Has Kukathas Refuted Communitarianism?,”
authored by Isaac Lamb (Cambridge University). The board comprised
Sarang Patel, who served as the editor-in-chief, Elie Kapengut, Emma Chace,
and Sarju Patel; and it was advised by Trip McCrossin. The issue will also
feature interviews of four Rutgers faculty members—Karen Bennett, Alex
Guerrero, Doug Husak, and Frances Kamm—for whose participation the
board is very grateful. It will be made available online on the journal’s
website, to be shared soon. The editor-in-chief of Areté for 2021-22 will be
Elie Kapengut.

RUTGERS UNDERGRADUATE
PHILOSOPHY CLUB: Spring 2021

The Rutgers Undergraduate Philosophy Club continued to work with a Zoom-
based platform in the spring semester. Outside of a traditional classroom, our
club members are exposed to ways in which a philosophical framework
significantly contributes to problem-solving in other fields of study. This
semester, we had guest speakers discuss current political issues and topics
within philosophy of mind. Dr. Alex Guerrero, with his work on lottocracy,
presented an alternative view on governance. Dr. Nicolas Rennie examined

rhetoric employed during the Trump Administration. Doctoral candidate

Carolina Flores discussed styles of responding to certain evidence, allowing us

to better understand individuals who adopt different epistemic styles from
our own. Throughout our virtual year, we provided students with a casual
meeting space to explore issues within contemporary philosophy. As we
return to campus in the fall, our organization will focus on providing
interactive social events for students to engage in, such as career panels and
movie nights.

SPRING 2021 SPEAKERS: Alex Guerrero, Nicholas Rennie, Carolina Flores.
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&nd- of -term letter from past chair ‘Dean Zimmerman,
Swmumer 2020

(This was intended for a past newsletter that was swallowed by COVID-19, so
turn on your wayback machines and pretend the pandemic has only lasted 3

months so far...)

I’'m writing my last “letter from the chair”, 20 days from stepping down (but
who’s counting?); and | feel compelled to take stock. It's been three very busy,
very exciting years. | don’t have to tell anyone that they’'ve been bizarre and,
at times, unpleasant years in many ways — but the department itself seems to

me to be healthy and strong; it’s the rest of the world that’s messed up!

Here is a small sampling of the changes that have occurred on my watch:
increased undergraduate enrollments, many faculty hires, and a reconstituted
team of department administrators. Of course lots of other exciting things
happened to individual undergraduates, graduate students, and faculty; but
this is the view from very high up, from 1500 feet, as | drift off into the

ether...

Undergraduate Program

Nationally, humanities enrollments have been declining significantly during
the last 10 years, with philosophy and English among the hardest hit. Rutgers
has not been immune to these trends. But after five years of declining
undergraduate enrollments in philosophy, we began to turn things around in
Spring of 2018. This couldn’t have happened without a lot of quality teaching
from professors, graduate students, and lecturers. But much of the credit for
this has to go to Liz Camp, undergraduate director extraordinaire. Under her
watchful eye, we increased enrollments by 5% and then 12% during the last
two years, bucking national trends in the humanities. In calendar year 2018,
the number of seats filled in philosophy courses was 4823, an increase of 211
over the previous year; and in 2019, it was 5406, an increase of 583 over
2018. Enrollments in the Winter and Spring of 2020 were steady at 2019
levels. Of course, no one knows what next year will bring; but, clearly, our

courses are providing Rutgers undergraduates with education that they find

valuable.
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Working with Liz was one of the most enjoyable aspects of being chair. What
with one thing and another, undergraduate director wound up being the hardest
job in the department during these three years. There were two changes of
undergraduate program administrator, which obviously affects the
undergraduate director the most. Then came the rollout of new course scheduling
software which added immensely to her workload and to that of our current
undergraduate program administrator, Jessica Koza. And there were other crises
to navigate and problems to solve... but | don’t want to trigger flashbacks when

Liz reads this, so I'll just say that she displayed a lot of grace under fire.

New Faculty

When Larry Temkin passed me the baton in the summer of 2017, we were in the
process of losing Holly Smith, Alvin Goldman, and Howard McGary to retirement;
and Ruth Chang to Oxford. These were all major blows. But Larry had set us up
for continued success: Frances Kamm would arrive in a year, and our dean and
president were committed to steady hiring for the foreseeable future. This led to
a wave of new faculty: Frances Kamm (Harvard), Matthew McGrath (U. of
Missouri), Brian Leftow (Oxford), and Karen Bennett (Cornell) all arrived in 2018;
Derrick Darby (Michigan) and Michael Glanzberg (Northwestern) in 2020; and
Michael Otsuka (London School of Economics) will arrive a year from now. Louise
Antony (UMass-Amherst) begins a five-year term as recurring visiting professor;

she will teach a seminar on topics in feminist philosophy next Spring.

The number of teaching professors doubled, with the addition of Alex Skiles (a
Notre Dame Ph.D. whom we hired from a post-doctoral fellowship with the Swiss
National Science Foundation) and Richard Fry (a Georgetown Ph.D. who was a
professor at Southern lllinois University). We have also added three more
philosophers in the School of Public Health, under the auspices of a new Center
for Population-Level Bioethics: Nir Eyal (Harvard) is director of the Center, and
its other faculty will include Dan Hausman (Wisconsin), and Mark Budolfson
(Vermont). All three will be affiliated with our department, and regularly teach
for us. Dan Hausman will co-teach a course with Frances Kamm next Spring on

the rationing of health care resources in the context of pandemic.

Altogether, that’'s thirteen new philosophers who have already come or are on
their way to Rutgers — the equivalent of an excellent medium-sized department
in its own right, grafted on to what was already one of the best departments in

the world.
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Team Philosophy

Our three administrative positions also saw a lot of turnover, with the
retirements of Jean Urteil (undergraduate program administrator) and Pauline
Mitchell (senior administrator for nearly 20 years). Our administrators’ jobs are
tricky and technical, and absolutely crucial to the ongoing work of the
department. Thankfully, Mercedes Diaz (graduate program administrator) has
continued through all the change, as the heart and soul of the department, and
the repository of accumulated wisdom. Charlene Jones took over from Pauline as
our C.E.O. She figured out how to manage this huge, complex operation while
simultaneously finishing her Ed.D. from Seton Hall (congratulations Charlene — |
mean, Dr. Jones!). Then Jessica Koza, a Rutgers philosophy major from several
years past, returned to us as undergraduate program administrator. Jessica
combines skills in the systems of higher education administration with a heart for

undergraduate philosophy majors and minors — the perfect combination.

Man and boy, I've spent the last 33 years working fairly closely with philosophy
department administrators in four universities — Brown, Notre Dame, Syracuse,
and 19 years at Rutgers. Charlene, Mercedes, and Jessica are the most efficient
and harmonious administrative team I've known in all that time. Working with

them has been a great pleasure.

The Future

The end of this academic year has been strange for all of us, of course. We
finished the term teaching remotely, which was an entirely new experience for
many of us, including me. My wife and | have spent the last three months at home
with our three adult children and three dogs, who are just now learning to get
along (the dogs, | mean). Others of us have had much more to deal with — some
faculty and students have been living like monks, isolated from family and
friends. Some of our students and faculty have been quite sick with Covid-19. And
wherever we are, however comfortable or uncomfortable our quarantine, it has
been punctuated by vivid, televised examples of more Black lives casually snuffed
out in judicial murders — driving many of us out of quarantine and into the
streets (or, in the case of my own placid East Brunswick, into the Civic Center

green space).

There is much to worry about, and too much time to fill with worry. Will radical
changes in U.S. policing really come about, at last; or will this struggle continue
indefinitely? How long will the pandemic last, with how many deaths? And what
will life be like on the other side of it?
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One thing | am not worried about, though, is whether our philosophy department

will weather the current storms.

Rutgers is fully behind us, committed to our continued success. We could not have
better, more supportive deans than Michelle Stephens and Peter March, and they
will continue to serve in these crucial roles. And the department itself will be in
good hands. Andy Egan takes over as undergraduate director so that Liz can
have a well-deserved sabbatical. Andy and Jessica will have the help of Alex
Skiles, who will support Andy as co-director of undergraduate studies. The
graduate program will continue to thrive under the leadership of Susanna
Schellenberg. Jonathan Schaffer will remain as placement director, shepherding
our graduate students towards jobs. Although that is a challenge in the current

environment, our record of placement remains second to none.

Finally, there is a new sheriff in town: It is with a great sigh of relief that | hand
the badge over to Karen Bennett, our new chair. Although a relative newcomer
to Rutgers, she has lots of old friends and former colleagues in our department —
many of us have known her well for 20 years or more. | have been relying upon
her impeccable philosophical judgment for the last eight years as we have been
co-editing Oxford Studies in Metaphysics. She is deliberate and careful, but not
afraid to make tough decisions — the ideal person to take us through the crazy
year to come, and then lead us into the brave new post-pandemic world we all

hope will follow.
As Stan Lee always used to say:

Excelsior!
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WOULD YOU LIKE TO DONATE TO RUTGERS PHILOSOPHY?






